PRE-CONGRESS RIVER NILES CRUISES
The Abu Simbel Sun Festival

Every year on February 22nd and then again on October 22nd, the sun creeps into the inner sanctum
of the carefully aligned Temple of Ramesses II, lighting up the statues of the sun gods Re-Horakhte
and Amon-Re, as well as a statue of the pharaoh himself. Only one seated figure remains in the
shadows at all times, Ptah, the God of Darkness.
The magical Solar Festival happens twice a year, once to celebrate Ramesses II birthday and then
again to celebrate his coronation.
The Abu Simbel temples have been moved from their original location after they were put under the
threat of submersion by the water's of the Aswan Dam. The holy mountain that was their home now
lies under water. The relocation by UNESCO and the Egyptian Government in the 1960's was almost
as monumental as the temples themselves. Ramesses' temple and a smaller temple built for his
favorite wife Nefertari were both moved to the new site. The move to higher ground caused the solar
festival to take place one day after the actual anniversary of the king's birthday and coronation. Now
instead of celebrating the Sun Festival on the 21st of February and October we celebrate on the
22nd.
At sunrise crowds gather in the temple to watch this magical spectacle then head outside where
festivities and dancing are taking place. For thousands of years these two days have been
celebrated with merriment and wonder which is exactly what Ramesses would have hoped for!

Our special Nile cruise trip matching with the Sun Festival of October 22nd, 2017
PRE Congress Tour
5 Stars Nile Cruise Ship
Check In 19 October in Luxor /Check Out 23 oct in Aswan 2016
4 Nights /5 days
Thursday 19 Oct 2017:
-PM Flight from Cairo to Luxor.
-Arrive in Luxor and check-in on board of the Nile cruise ship and Lunch.
-In the afternoon visit the Karnak and Luxor temples on the east bank.

The Luxor temple: The main place of worship in Thebian times, and they can be divided into the Amun
Temple enclosure, which is the largest; the Mut Temple Enclosure on the south side and the Montu
Temple Enclosure. The 3 Amun and Montu enclosure were once connected by canals to the Nile providing
passage for sacred boats during festivals. Karnak is the main center of worship in ancient Egypt. No site
in the world makes more overwhelming & lasting impression then this (Temple of Temples).

-Dinner and overnight on the ship.
Friday 20 Oct 2017:
-Breakfast on the ship and cross the Nile to the west bank and visit the valley of the Kings, valley
of the Queens, the Hatshepsut temple and the Colossi of Memnon.

Valley of the Kings:
The Egyptian belief that "To speak the name of the dead is to make him live again" is
certainly carried out in the building of the tombs. The king's & queens formal names & titles are inscribed
in the tombs with images and statues. Beginning with the 18th Dynasty the kings abandoned the
Memphis area and built their tombs in Thebes. Also abandoned were the pyramid style tombs. Now most
tombs are cut into limestone.
Hatshepsut was the fifth pharaoh of the eighteenth dynasty
of Ancient Egypt. She is generally regarded by Egyptologists as
one of the most successful pharaohs, reigning longer than
any other woman of an indigenous Egyptian dynasty. Today it
is s generally recognized that Hatshepsut assumed the
position of pharaoh, and the length of her reign is usually
given as twenty-two years. Her death is known to have
occurred in 1458 BC, which implies that she became
pharaoh circa 1479 BC.

-Return back to the ship for Lunch.
-Sail to Esna and pass the lock.
-Sail to Edfu.
-Dinner and overnight on the ship.

Saturday 21 Oct 2017:
-Breakfast on the ship.
-Visit the temple of Edfu and sail to Kom Ombo.
-Sail to Edfu and visit the temple.
Edfu known in antiquity as Behdet) is an Egyptian city, located
on the west bank of the Nile River between Esna and Aswan.
Edfu is the site of the Ptolemaic Temple of Horus and an ancient
settlement. Of all the temple remains in Egypt, the Temple of
Horus at Edfu is the most completely preserved. Built from
sandstone blocks, the huge Ptolemaic temple was constructed
over the site of a smaller temple.

-Lunch on the ship.
-Visit the temple of Kom Ombo and sail to Aswan.

The unusual double temple built during the Ptolemaic and
Roman periods is dedicated to the crocodile God and the
falcon god. Despite being badly damaged, the temple is a
a beautiful sight as one approaches from either direction on
the river, particularly as sunset. Long ago, crocodiles probably
sunned themselves on an island nearby

-Dinner on the ship and after dinner, drive to Abu Simbel by bus (4 hours).
Sunday 22 Oct 2017:
-Early morning arrive in Abu Simbel and take places in front of the temple.
(Breakfast boxes to be arranged from the ship).
-Watch the sun rise into the temple.
-After the Festival, visit the temple of Abu Simbel.

-Drive back to Aswan.
-Arrive in Aswan and rest of day free at leisure.
-Lunch, dinner and overnight on board.
Monday 23 Oct 2017:
-Breakfast on the ship and check-out.
-Transfer to Aswan Airport for flight to Cairo.
-Arrive in Cairo and transfer to the Opening of the Congress.
***End of program*

Rates in United States Dollars
Per
Person
P/P in Single
P/P in Double
P/P in Triple

USD
890.00
750.00
690.00

Above rates include:
-4 nights on board of 5 stars Nile cruise ship on full board basis.
-Transfers in Cairo, Luxor & Aswan.
-Classical sightseeing as per the above program with Guide
-Visit of Abu Simbel by bus.
Rates do not include:
-Egypt entry Visa, USD 65.00 per person.
-Domestic flights Cairo/Luxor – Aswan /Cairo, currently around USD 175 .00 per person
( Ticket Prices subject to be changed according to The Class at the time of booking or any new
Government taxes)
-Personal expenses like drinks or tips.

Sailing on Traditional Boat Dahabiya
PRE Congress Tour
Check In 14 October in Luxor /Check Out 22 Oct 2016 in Aswan
8 Nights / 9 Days

Itinerary

Day 1 – October 14
Upon your arrival in Luxor, we will meet you at the airport and take you to the dahabiya boat on
the West Bank of the Nile
Day 2 – October 15
7.00 to 8.00 am
8.30 am
12.00 noon
2.00 pm
4.00 pm
6.00 pm
7.00 – 8.00 pm
9.00 pm

Breakfast
Leave for your first sightseeing tour to the Valley of the Kings on the
West Bank of the Nile, visit tombs of the pharaohs, the temple of
Hatshepsut and the Memnon Colossi.
Return to the boat, have lunch, rest
Visit the East Bank of the Nile, Karnak Temple, Luxor Temple
Tea time on the dahabiya
Depart for Karnak
Attend the spectacular Sound and Light Show at Karnak Temple
Dinner on the Dahabiya

Day 3 – October 16
7.00 to 8.00 am
8.30 am
12.00 noon
4.00 pm
7.00 pm

Breakfast
Luxor Museum and Mummification Museum
Lunch and set sail for Esna
Tea time
Dinner on the dahabiya with live music entertainment

Day 4 – October 17
7.00 to 8.00 am
8.30 am
1.00 pm
4.00 pm
7.00 pm

Breakfast
Visit the Temple of Chnum in Esna.
Lunch
Sail for the rest of the day, enjoy the breathtaking views of the Nile.
We anchor at a calm and quiet island.
Tea time
Dinner

Day 5 – October 18
8.00 to 9.00 am
9.00 am

1.00 pm
4.00 pm
7.00 pm

Breakfast
Ride in a horsedrawn carriage to the Horus Temple of Edfu which is
the best maintained temple in all of Egypt, sail to Wadi Shatt
Optional: From Wadi Shatt we take you on a 2.5 hours walk through
the desert and join the boat again in Gebel el Silsila.
Lunch
Tea time
Dinner under the starry skies on the river bank

Day 6 – October 19
8.00 to 9.00 am
9.00 am
1.00 pm
4.00 pm
7.00 pm

Breakfast
Visit the ancient quarry of Gebel el Silsila and small chapels hewn out
of the sandstone dating back to pharaonic times.
Lunch and continue to Kom Ombo to visit the double temple of
Haroeris and Sobek, the crocodile god.
Tea time
Dinner on the dahabiya

Day 7 – October 20
8.00 to 9.00 am
9.00 am
1.00 pm
4.00 pm
7.00 pm

Breakfast and sailing to Daraw
A horsedrawn carriage will take you to the camel market of Daraw.
On your way back, you will enjoy a walk through the souk with its
colorful display of fruits and vegetables
Lunch on the dahabiya
rest, relax, and sail to Aswan
Tea time
Dinner on the dahabiya. Enjoy the panorama and the lights of Aswan.

Day 8 – October 21
7.00 to 8.00 am

1.00 am
Afternoon

Breakfast
Sights of Aswan. Visit the temple of the goddess Isis on the island of
Philae, the temple of Kalabsha, a quarry with the unfinished
obelisque and the High Dam.
Lunch on the boat
Free time

Day 9 – October 22
3.00 am

Pick up your breakfast box, leave the Dahabiya and join the bus to
Abu Simbel where you will experience the Miracle of Light
-Watch the sun rise into the temple.
- Back to Aswan to have the flight back to Cairo
***End of program***

Rates in USD
Per
Person
P/P in Double
P/P in Single

USD
1310
1800

Above rates include:
-8 nights on board of Dahabiya traditional Boat
-Transfers in Cairo, Luxor & Aswan.
-Classical sightseeing as per the above program with Guide
-Visit of Abu Simbel by bus.
Rates do not include:
-Egypt entry Visa, USD 65.00 per person.
-Domestic flights Cairo Luxor – Aswan /Cairo, currently around USD 175.00 per person
( Ticket Prices subject to be changed according to The Class at the time of booking or any new
Government taxes ))
-Personal expenses like drinks or tips.

