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CALL TO CONGRESS INFORMATION

As BPW International Executive Secretary I invite all members to
attend the XXIX BPW International Congress to be held from 23rd to 27th
October 2017 at the Mena House Hotel, located at Pyramids Road, Giza,
Cairo, Egypt (40 minutes from the centre of Cairo, 5 minutes from the
Pyramids). All members of Affiliate Federations and Clubs, and all
Individual Members from over 100 countries are invited to join us for this
international congress of business and professional women and women
leaders world-wide.
Online Congress registration will officially open on 8 March 2017,
along with the Cairo Congress web site: CairoCongress@bpwinternational.org. All members who register for 5 days may attend the
plenary sessions and workshops, and the events and celebrations held in
conjunction with the Congress. Non-members and partners are welcome to
attend the events, and if they register for 3 days they will also be able to
attend plenary sessions and workshops. BPW International Fellows may
participate in the workshops and social programmes and attend certain
plenary sessions as guests.
Preliminary program for Cairo Congress is as follows:
Date
22 Oct 2017

Meetings / Events
International Executive meeting
Mayor Reception for
International Board

Involves
Executive members
BPW International
Board

23 Oct 2017

Workshop on Resolutions
Workshop on Constitution,
Regulations, Procedure Manual
amendments

Affiliates are required
to ensure they have at
least one delegate
attending each of these
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Newcomers’ Workshop
Regional Meetings

24-27 Oct
2017

meetings
First-time Congress
attendees
BPW Delegates and
observers

Pre-General Assembly
International Board Meeting
Opening Ceremony & President
Reception

BPW International
Board
Congress Attendance
& guests

Congress:
Plenary, Panel Sessions,
Workshops

Congress Attendees

General Assembly

BPW accreditated
Delegates and
Observers

Social Events:
• Gala Dinner & Award
Ceremony
• Dine Around
• Young BPW Girls Night
Out
• Livia Ricci Friends and
Fellows Dinner

Congress Attendees &
Guests
Congress Attendees
Young BPW members
Friends & Fellows of
BPW International

27 Oct 2017
General Assembly & Election
Post-General Assembly
International Board meeting

BPW accredited
Delegates and
Observers
BPW International
Board
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Farewell Party
28 Oct 2017

Congress Attendees

International Executive Meeting Newly elected
Executive members
Handover meetings (candidates
for election should plan to
attend)

Current and elected
Executive members

Please note that there are meetings of the BPW International Board and
workshops prior to the Congress/General Assembly and those elected will
be required to attend meetings after the close of General
Assembly/Congress, so please make sure that your travel arrangements
allow you to attend meetings that involve you; for newly elected Executive
Members that would mean 1 day after the official closure of Congress.
The General Assembly at the 2017 Congress will operate according to the
2014 Constitution, Regulations and 2017 Procedure Manual (effective on
February 1, 2017).
The Constitution, Regulations and Procedure Manual permit Affiliates to
appoint delegates to represent them at the General Assembly. Federations
are entitled to a minimum of 3 and a maximum of 15 voting delegates in
proportion to their membership, with an equal number of alternates
(Regulation R11.2). The number of voting delegates is:
- 500 or fewer members
3
- 501 to 1.000 members
4
- 1,001 to 2,000 members
5
- 2,001 to 3,000 members
6
And 1 additional delegate vote for every extra 1 to 3,000 members to a
maximum of 15 delegates.
Each country in which there is one or more Affiliate Club is entitled to one
voting delegate and one alternate delegate (Regulation R11.3). Individual
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Affiliate Members may attend the General Assembly but do not have a vote
and are not eligible for election.
Members who are not designated as delegates for their Affiliate may
volunteer for one of the other important roles and duties that support our
Congress and General Assembly or simply attend as observers.
Delegates must be prepared to attend the daily General Assembly sessions
where BPW International business and voting is conducted. Affiliates will
need to notify BPW International of their delegates two months before (22
August 2017). Each delegate and her Affiliate must be a financial member
of BPW International – this means dues must be paid in full, including any
penalties – for her to receive member benefits, to nominate or stand for
positions, and to vote at the General Assembly.
On 22 June 2017, you will receive the list of candidates for positions on the
Executive. You will also receive the resolutions and any amendments to the
Constitution, Regulations and Procedure Manual being proposed for debate
and adoption. This information will also be posted online on
CairoCongress@bpw-internatonal.org so that all BPW members will have
access to the information.
You will need to consider these documents carefully, confer with your
members and other delegates, and come to the International Board
Meetings and General Assembly informed and prepared to listen,
participate in debates, and cast your vote on behalf of your Affiliate.
I look forward to meeting you all in Egypt and to a productive and
stimulating Congress.
Dr. Catherine Bosshart-Pfluger,
Executive Secretary of BPW International
Fribourg/Switzerland, February 2017

